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What happens at court?

At each court hearing, the judge learns about how you and your family are doing and makes 
decisions about your case. You will have a court hearing at least every 6 months while you are
in foster care, and sometimes more often depending on what is happening with your case and
what your needs are.

Questions & Answers About Court

Court

Can I talk to the judge at court?

Yes. You have the right to talk to the judge about anything that is important to you while you
are at court. You should let your lawyer know that you want to speak to the judge, and it is a
good idea to prepare what you want to say before you get in the court room.

How do I know when there is a court hearing, and can I go 
to court?

You have the right to be told about court hearings and to go to court. Your social worker/
probation officer must tell you about your court hearings in writing at least 15 days before your 
hearing but no more than 30 days before. Your social worker /probation officer and caregiver 
must arrange transportation for you to and from court.

You have the right to ask for certain people to attend your court hearing. You also have the 
right to say that you do not want certain people to attend your court hearing, but the judge 
can still let them stay if they think there is a good reason for them to be there.

Can I decide who goes to my court hearings?

Can someone from my Tribe be at court?

Yes. You have the right to have a Tribal Representative, extended family members, and tribal 
services providers present at court.
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Questions & Answers About Court

What is a court report, and can I get a copy of it?

A court report is a report to the judge that your social worker writes to tell them details about 
your case and how you and your family are doing. Your court report includes information 
about where you live, your health and education, family time with parents and siblings, your 
needs and services, and your case plan.

If you do not agree with something in your court report, you should tell your lawyer right away.

Yes. You have the right to get a copy of your court report in the language of your choice.

Can anyone else see my court paperwork?

You have the right to keep your court paperwork private, but there may be exceptions if the 
judge has a legal reason to let someone else see it. Some people, such as your parents, 
guardian or Indian Custodian, legal guardians, siblings, Tribe/Tribal Representative may be able 
to see your court reports if there is a legal reason for them to see it. 

Do I have the right to get court or foster care records 
about me?

Yes. You have the right to see and get a copy of your court reports, child welfare records  
(though some information that is confidential may be taken out), and education records. You 
have a right to get copies of these records for free until your 26th birthday.

Do I have the right to a lawyer?

Yes. You have the right to have a lawyer represent you in court. Your lawyer has to tell the 
judge what you want to happen and make sure you are safe and have the services
and supports you need. Your lawyer can help answer questions you have about court, the 
foster care system, and other laws that impact you.

Your lawyer has to have special training on the Indian Child Welfare Act, and sexual orientation,
gender identity, and expression.
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Questions & Answers About Court

Court

What does my lawyer do?

Your lawyer is sometimes called an attorney and their job is to look out for your legal interests 
and what is best for you. This means that they are responsible for:

•	 making sure all laws and court orders are followed; 
•	 asking for any court orders that may be needed;  and
•	 making sure your social worker/probation officer provides you with a safe and stable 

place  
to live and all the services you need to be safe, healthy, and do well at school. 

Your lawyer’s job is also to tell the judge what you want them to know. 

Your lawyer is also responsible for protecting your legal interests that are not about foster care.  
This part of their job means making sure someone is helping you with things like immigration, 
money from an inheritance, or a lawsuit if you are injured.  

You should talk to your lawyer about everything that is important to you.  You have the right to 
talk to your lawyer about anything related to foster care and any other issues you have that are 
not about foster care. Your lawyer must look into your concerns, make you feel heard, 
understood, and comfortable sharing private information. 

Can my lawyer tell others what I tell them?

You have the right to speak to your lawyer in private, and everything that you tell them should
stay between the two of you. This is called confidentiality. The only reason your lawyer can tell
others what you talk about in private is if you give them permission or if your lawyer has a 
good reason to believe that you are about to commit a crime that will cause death or serious 
physical harm to others.  

What if I don’t think my lawyer is doing their job to 
represent me?

You have the right to ask the judge to appoint a new lawyer if you do not think that your 
lawyer is doing their job of telling the court what you want and what is in your best interest. 
It is important to know the judge could say no to your request for a new lawyer.
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Interview with a Lawyer

What are some of the most important things that a lawyer can do for 
foster youth? 

Your lawyer will fight for you at court. They are there to make sure you are heard and
taken seriously by the judge. Your lawyer will work hard to understand your needs
and to argue for things you need. For example, your lawyer will talk with you
about your safety, your living situation, family time with parents and siblings, what is 
likely to happen in court, and what you can expect in your family’s court case. The 
court process can be overwhelming and complicated – your attorney is there to help 
you understand what is going on and what is expected to happen in the upcoming 
weeks and months.  

What are some other ways lawyers can support foster youth? 

In addition to representing you in court, your lawyer can help you solve other 
problems you may be experiencing with things such as where you are going 
to school, your progress in school, anything about your health that you may be 
concerned about, help getting therapy, or other services. Your lawyer can also 
connect you to services that will help you, including services related to mental 
health, immigration, juvenile justice, child custody, sexual and reproductive health, 
and Extended Foster Care if you are 18 or older.

What is one thing you wish more foster youth knew about using 
their lawyer? 

Foster youth should know their relationship with their lawyer is confidential; that 
means anything you tell your lawyer must be kept private and not shared without 
your permission unless telling someone will prevent death or serious harm to the 
youth or others or to prevent a crime. This is different than when a foster youth speaks 
with a social worker or other adult service provider. Your lawyer is the one person in 
the courtroom who is there just to fight for what you want and what you need. Youth 
should always reach out to their lawyer with questions or just to talk.

What happens at court can be confusing and a lot to deal with. Lawyers will talk to 
foster youth about what’s happening when they come to court. They will explain the 
reason that they are in court, what will happen during the court hearing, and what 
is expected to happen in the next few weeks and months in a way that the youth 
understands.




